






Disclaimer

The assessment and review are based on both primary and secondary data 

collected by spot visits and inspections and through in-depth local surveys at 

the Sonai riverbank. Findings also derived from open discussion with the local 

people, community leaders, river activists and participants, environmentalists, 

occupational groups, civil society representatives, seminar resource and 

research personnel, and personalities. In Addition to that, the National River 

Conservation Commission (NRCC) Reports/Annual Reports 2018 and 2019, 

news, online media reports, pertinent acts, legal jurisdictions, rules, 

regulations, circulars, all the specific constitutional provisions and related 

clauses, and the historic judgments/verdicts/directives of the Hon'ble High 

Court and the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, have been analysed 

critically and pragmatically.

It is to be noted that the project team worked independently with appropriate 

and necessary guidance and advice from the legal experts, management 

professionals, as well as concerned individuals of the relevant sectors.
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The overview of Sonai River is very challenging and becoming new 

phenomenon as the BWDB has been dredging the river and depositing the 

dredged spoils at the bank of the river which raise a new shape of the river and 

may enhance opportunity for the encroachers to grab new river land at the 

riverbank. However, it is the right time to identify the river areas through 

geo-survey based on RS record with the land office authority and recover the 

river areas. Overall, there should be a joint effort needed to recover and 

conserve the Sonai River by NRCC in association with national, regional, and 

local administration of land, water, environment and other relevant agencies.




